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Club Meeting Dates                

2023
Oct  28th
Nov  11th &  25th Dec  9

2024 Dates  (proposed)
Jan 13 & Jan 27 Feb 10 &  Feb 24
Mar 9 &   Mar 23 Apr 13 &   Apr 27
May 11 & May 25 [27th - Bank holiday w/e]
Jun 8 [8am to 5pm Hall and Mtg room] & Jun 22
Jul 13 & Jul 27
Aug 10 &  Aug 24 [26th – Bank holiday w/e]
Sep 14 &  Sep 28  Oct 12 & Oct 26
Nov 9 & Nov 23 Dec 14

Dates for the MagNnet diary 

Oct 20/22 NMRA Convention Derby (Freemo)

Meeting Venue
Meetings are held (normally) on the second and fourth Saturday of every month but this can vary so 
please check dates.   All monthly meetings will be held at Heworth Without Community Centre, Stray 
Road,   Burnholme, York YO31 0HG (off A1079 within York Ring Road).

The centre is situated behind residential housing with access between No32 Applecroft Rd, and Tang Hall 
Beck.

GPS Co-ordinates :Lat : N 53 degrees, 58. 105: W 01 degrees 02. 774 

Website: https://yagngs.wixsite.com/yorkshire-area-group 



EDITORIAL:   Many thanks to those who have contributed articles, it means as a result I 
haven’t had to come up with something of my own to ‘fill it out’ – that must be a first!! As it is 
finished I can send this out early before departing to the NMRA Convention at Derby. Fingers 
crossed modules are ready and stock etc. is packed so looking forward to a good weekend!! 
(Report to follow next month!!). Proposed dates for next year are included, if anyone can see a 
problem let us know. It is good to see attendance at both monthly meetings is on the increase, if
we spread the word hopefully we can attract some more new members.

NEWS: 

from SB: The new N Gauge Society Shop keeper and managers are now in place and the shop
has re-opened. I've still not had any news on the missing Hunslet Shunters.

I will be submitting our NGS Grant application within the next few weeks. Can all NGS members
please ensure Sandy or myself have up-to-date membership numbers, and address details 
(post town & post code). If you'd rather the portion of your membership fee went to another 
group (e.g. World Wide Area Group) then please let us know so our application doesn't get 
rejected!

I believe that the World Wide Area Group have agreed to hold their 2024 convention alongside 
our early June meeting. John B or David S should be able to provide more information.

MEETING NOTES:

Next meeting October 28th
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A long weekend in Belfast.

Audrey and I had a weekend in Belfast mainly to see the Titanic museum, time did allow for a visit to the 
Ulster transport museum which has a railway section, well worth a visit, as usual a lot of UK mainland 
built equipment, the railway exhibits are well presented in their own hall with lots of old posters and 
adverts, buses and trams have their own section, many other forms of transport even down to a hall full of
carts.

Sandy

Pics
Stena Superfast VII – One for the ship people, we
travelled to Belfast on this ferry.

Meadb – Pronounced Meave, class B1a was 1 of 3 of the
largest Irish built locomotive for the Belfast Dublin 
route.

Pioneer – County Donegal Railways Joint
Committee Railcar No1 – it was the first internal
combustion engine on Irish Railways, Built in 1906
in Birmingham by Alldays and Onions.

Dunluce Castle – for the LMS fans, class U2 built by 
North British in Glasgow

Guiness No20 – unique designed by Samuel
Geoghan Guiness head engineer, the cylinders are
above the boiler to keep them away from 
the dirty floor.
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Daimler Fleetline – One for the bus
people, built by Alexanders of
Belfast in 1973, rebodied after
burned out in 1974.

General view of half the railway exhibits part of the tram area

Class 4000 DMU leaving Belfast
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The Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway (LCLR) 

The LCLR is a 60 cm narrow gauge heritage railway, approximately 0.75 miles long, situated in 
Ingoldmells at the award-winning Skegness Water Leisure Park on the beautiful Lincolnshire Coast.
The LCLR has been described as the first heritage railway to be built on a greenfield site by enthusiasts in
the UK. It was originally at Humberston near Cleethorpes in N.E. Lincolnshire. After the end of the First 
World War there was a large amount of surplus narrow gauge railway track and equipment, that had been 
used in France to supply the trenches. Some of this was repatriated to England, being bought by farmers 
and quarry owners, who saw the advantages of a "portable" railway system for use where road vehicles 
would get stuck on very poor roads and tracks.
The 2ft (60cm) gauge LCLR was built utilising ex WD track from the Nocton Estates Light Railway, near
Lincoln, and it opened in 1960 providing a useful transport link between the Humberston Fitties caravan 
park and bus services to Cleethorpes from its North Sea Lane terminus. The railway closed at 
Humberston in 1985 and was lifted soon afterwards.
The locomotives, stock, and track were initially put into storage - and in the intervening years the railway 
was painstakingly rebuilt at Skegness Water Leisure Park, finally reopening to the public in May 2009.
It is next to Skegness airport with a preserved RAF English Electric Lightning T.5 aircraft between it and 
the airport

Pictures and text by Ken Jones – West Midlands N Gauge Club

MagNnet October
2023 Page 6 Copyright – Yorkshire Area Group NGS



**********************************************
Isle of Man Railways

Twelve years ago I visited the Isle of Man, walking the coastal footpath and exploring the islands railway 
history. 
MagNnets from the second half of 2011 contain articles on my travels.
Fast forward to this summer and I was once again headed to the island for my holidays - this time with 
family in tow and a 3 day travel pass (thank-you to my mother in law for the birthday present!)

Whilst I didn't get to travel the full length of the Electric Railway (missing the section from Laxey to 
Ramsey), and also not visiting the Groudle Glen Railway I did get a ride on the 7" miniature railway in 
the wild-life park which wasn't running the last time I was on the island.

Not much has changed - the steam railway has different locos in steam as boiler tickets expire, whilst 
some of the electric cars have had repaints. 

Laxey has seen some track alterations, with a section of dual gauge track on the Snaefell Mountain 
railway at Laxey now disconnected from the Electric Railway.

The biggest change can be found on the sea-front at Douglas - to save costs the horse-tram has been 
reduced to around half it's original length and now no longer terminates at the ferry terminal. The locals 
are hopeful that it will one day reopen over its full length. On the plus side the horse-tram car shed has 
been completely rebuilt in a style sympathetic with the original providing a modern facility for the storage
and maintenance of the fleet.

“GLMR – Ant” - 0-4-0 steam engine Ant on
the Great Laxey Mines Railway – a 2004 built
replica of one of the two original steam
locomotives that worked into the lead mines at
Laxey. It's twin, Bee, has be recently
refurbished.

“GLMR-Wasp” - a 4 wheel battery electric locomotive built in 
1973 – the only one of the Great Laxey Mines railway fleet I've yet
to have a ride behind!
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“SMR No1” Snaefell Mountain Railway
Number 1. Never seen on on my last visit to
the IoM number 1 was in the cream and
prussian blue livery carried by the SMR cars
until 1899. Sharp eyed viewers will spot the
Snaefell Mountain Tramway writing on the
side, rather than the later (and still current)
Snaefell Mountain Railway. This car was
undergoing extensive rebuilding on my last
visit so it was nice to see, and ride on, the
missing car.

“SMR No2+4” - Snaefell Mountain Railway Numbers two 
and four. Finished in the later red livery carried by the cars 
since the early 1960s. Six passenger cars were built for the 
mountain railway in 1895 – five are still in use today, with 
number three being destroyed in an accident in 2015. Much of 
number 3 was salvaged and is safely stored with the 
expectation that it will be rebuilt.

“MER 32” - Manx Electric Railway number
32 – one of the youngest cars running on the
Manx Electric Railway, number 32 was built
in 1906 in Preston, Lancs. With four 27.5
horse power traction motors it is one of the
most powerful in the fleet. Used for a period
by the overhead line department, it is now
part of the general running fleet and carries
the nationalised green livery of the 1950s.

“MER 22” - Manx Electric railway number 20 was the 
last of four “Winter Saloons” delivered in 1899. With 
space for 48 passengers it carries the traditional MER red
and cream livery. All is not what it appears though – 
number 22's body was completely rebuilt in 1991 after 
the original was destroyed in a fire. It's testimony to the 
re-builders that it's virtually indistinguishable from the 
other Winter Saloons.
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“MER 41” - Trailer number 41 is a baby in IoM
terms – it's yet to reach 100 years old! It was
ordered in 1930 from English Electric in Preston
and replaced the original trailer 41 which was
destroyed in a fire in 1930. Seen paired with
Winter Saloon 22, it's interesting to note that
there is no continuous brake on these trains – a
chain linked between the two cars should apply
the brakes in the event of the bar coupling
failing.

“Horse Tram 36” & “Horse Tram 45” - the Douglas Bay 
Horse Tram has run almost continuously since it opened 
in 1876, closing only for the Second World War and the 
Covid pandemic. Number 36 dates to 1896 whilst 45 
was built in 1908. The form part of a fleet of 13 horse 
trams although most have been rebuilt over the years. 
Each horse does two return trips per day with stabling 
being provided on the sea-front for the Shire and 
Clydesdale horses.

“Maitland (11)” “Kissack (13)” - Built by Manchester's Beyer, Peacock and company in 1905 (Maitland) 
and 1910 (Kissack), these 2-4-0 steam locomotives are younger than many of the electric cars used on the
Island! Maitland returned from overhaul in 2022 with a new boiler built by the Severn Valley Railway. 
Kissack has a a couple more years left on its ten year boiler ticket and carries the holly green livery used 
between 1873 and 1945.

******************************************
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OUT OF MY COMFORT ZONE 
When our magazine editor learnt I was going on two short breaks he pleaded with me to

bring back some railway photos. In the past family movements usually were in the vicinity
of interesting rail routes but this time it was the Forest of Dean. From maps the existing

routes in the area were all sparsely used but then I had a clever idea, Severn Tunnel
Junction would be a catch all location. Last visited circa 1963 it conjured up visions of

marshalling yards,loco-sheds and long coal trains. On a grey damp morning reality struck
home. The track work had been Kato’d. Junction was denoted by two cross overs and four
straight mainline tracks. The station had been modernised with a large footbridge for the

disabled covering the four platforms, two dilapidated waiting rooms, ticket office and
toilets closed and train indicators that work. Overshadowing all this was of course was the
catenary used on the electrification. Having painted a rather gloomy picture of STJ what
about the trains. For an enthusiast who is interested in the whole of the modern scene a
careful study of Realtime trains could yield periods of activity covering Passenger and
Freight workings. There are various photo opportunities but not picturesque and overall

worth a visit if in the area .

General view of the station looking west. Platforms
3/4 are used mainly for Bristol  and 1/2 for

Gloucester bound trains. There is a Westerly goods
avoiding line in the LH corner of the picture

Ely to Newport Docks freight approaching from the east,
platform 1.The avoiding line is hidden by the bushes on

the right. 

Unusual colours for an 800 
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My favourite trains. If any trains
deserved headboards they are these,

the Tesco Expresses. I have
photographed them on their various

routes throughout the country and when
working hard which they invariably are, 
they provide an experience rarely felt on
UK railways. Here is an immaculate 66 
running hard 3mins late on the Daventry
to Cardiff Wentloog.
The condition of the train matches that 
of the 66. Oh I’m biased!

This came along as a bit of a surprise as
 I was not aware of any HSTs running in
the area. Unfortunately I couldn’t see the
destination indicators, all I can say it was

heading towards Bristol 

Another clean train. Machen Quarry to Lawley St.
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Two images  of the Kato mini-dioramas from TINGS                   (from John Brady)
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